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Amongst other issues we have written to Ministers, CEOs, and other interested parties in support of or raising objections to:

• Cammoweal Caves degradation

• Pilbara caves under threat by Fortescue Metals 
Group WA

• Hills of Gold wind farm renewable energy 
proposal near Timor Caves NSW

• Juukan Gorge caves destruction by Rio Tinto

• Kangaroo Island: Re-imagining Western National 
Parks and Management Plan

• SA Parliamentary Inquiry into Aboriginal Heritage 
Act 1988 

• Submission to the New Zealand Government 
regarding trade in sub-fossils from caves

• Kosciuszko National Park – revisions to Plan of 
Management issues  

• Yarrangobilly Precinct Plan and Mountain Bike 
Trail proposals

• Mole Creek abattoir 

• Mt Etna quarry extension

• Mulu WHA oil palm plantation proposal

• Nullarbor ‘green’ energy proposals

• Pinagrealan Cave and nearby quarry blasting in 
the Philippines

• Kosciuszko National Park feral horse management 
issues

We do not have time to discuss all these issues in detail, but we do address a subset here.  



NULLARBOR GREEN HYDROGEN ENERGY PROPOSAL
The issues
• What is green hydrogen energy?

• The proposal includes around many wind turbines, solar 
nodes and other facilities spread across the Nullarbor. 

• Whether by accident or design it avoids some of the 
more karst sensitive features of the Nullarbor.

• The proposal appears to have the support of the 
traditional owners – the Mirning people.

• ACKMA is in a cleft stick:

➢ We obviously are worried about impacts on the 
many karst-related values.

➢ But we also support the need for sustainable energy 
production.

ACKMA actions
• We alerted the Australian Speleological Federation.

• We alerted other conservation-minded bodies such as 
the Bob Brown Foundation.

• We wrote to the WA Hydrogen Industry Minister, 
Alannah MacTiernan, expressing our concerns – and our 
support for sustainable energy.

• And offered our help on karst related issues.

Responses

• We received a typical Ministerial reply.

• A press release quotes her as saying “We look forward … 
to work with the consortium as they develop their 
detailed studies and move towards an investment 
decision.”

• The consortium is targeting a final investment decision 
after 2028.



SPECIAL ACTIVATION PROJECT (SAP) – KOSCIUSZKO NATIONAL PARK

The issues
• The Snowy Mountains Special 

Activation Precinct Masterplan would:
• Increase on-park accommodation by 60%; • 

• Allow the clearing of wildlife habitat for car parking;

• Allow helicopters to fly to and from on-park 
resorts; and

• Allow commercial vehicles on walking tracks.

• More importantly, the SAP overrides:
• The National Parks and Wildlife Act;

• The KNP Plan of Management; 

• And potentially override other long-adopted 
policies and management plans such as the 
Yarrangobilly Conservation Management Plan; and

• The KNP Karst Management Plan.

ACKMA actions
• Made formal submission

• Co-signed, with 45 other organisations 
and individual experts, a letter to  the 
former Premier, Gladys Berijiklian, 
published in the Sydney Morning 
Herald (20 August 2021). The letter 
asked that the Government amend or 
withdraw the SAP. No response (as 
yet).





YARRANGOBILLY CAVES ‘MASTER’ PLAN

The issues
• A plan has been prepared over several years by urban 

planning consultant firms.

• There appears to have been no discussion with cave 
and karst people at any level.

• The plan is inconsistent with the NPWS Act, the KNP 
POM and the Yarrangobilly Conservation Management 
Plan.

• The plan calls for:
• Increased accommodation with much tree clearing;

• Weird proposals for Japanese style hot pools (onsens) 
at the Thermal Pool;

• Alienation of the existing picnic area by creating elitist 
‘ecopods’; and

• Demonstrably excessive visitor numbers in the caves; A 
wildly impractical walking track to be built linking the 
village to the caves; and 

• Much else of doubtful utility.

• The proposals would definitely change the nature of 
Yarrangobilly.

ACKMA actions

• ACKMA and many other 
organisations and individuals have 
made formal submissions.

Responses

• We await the review of the 
submissions and consequent 
modification of the master plan.

• Already NPWS officers have resiled 
from such aspects of the plan as 
the gas-heated onsens.



JUUKAN GORGE CAVES DESTRUCTION BY RIO TINTO

The issues

• In May 2020, Rio Tinto set off a blast in their iron 
ore mine substantially destroying a highly 
significant Indigenous cultural heritage site with 
non-karstic caves.

• It was approved under the WA Aboriginal Heritage 
Act.

• The occupation site apparently dates back some 
46,000 years. Artifacts on the site are genetically 
related to the current Traditional Owners.

• The destruction was widely condemned around 
the globe by business and religious bodies.

• Other sites across Australia are currently 
threatened by mining and other development 
activities.  

ACKMA actions 

• Wrote to both the Federal and WA ministers 
responsible for Indigenous heritage.

• Nicholas White published article in the 20 
December 2020 Journal.

Responses

• Ken Wyatt, wrote back twice advising that both the 
Federal and State governments are committed to 
reviewing Indigenous cultural heritage legislation.

• Wyatt and the Federal Minister for the 
Environment, Sussan Ley, both wrote to the Puutu
Kuarrama & Pinukura peoples to “express their 
disappointment’ and offering support.

• The Rio Tinto CEO (and others) were forced to 
resign. The CEO got $12 million severance pay! 
Way to go!



Cammooweal Caves NP degradation

The Issues

• Large karst area on Pre-Cambrian 
dolomite, over 80 dolines and 40 caves 
mapped

• Eight of the caves contain populations 
of Ghost Bat Macroderma gigas, listed 
as Endangered in Queensland

• Camooweal Caves National Park is the 
first protected area seen by visitors 
driving into Queensland

• Grazing lease issued over the Park in 
1988 for 30 years  

• Abuse of the park is nothing short of 
breathtaking with impacts far greater 
on the park than on adjacent 
properties 

• Wildfires in November 2011 burnt 
approximately 50% of the National Park

The Actions
• ACKMA wrote to Qld Environment 

Minister  (Steven Miles)
• Totally inadequate response!
• Raised issues with QPWS 

Rockhampton (managing Parks office)
• Raised public awareness with radio 

interviews, articles in North 
Queensland Naturalist, Cairns Post

• ACKMA wrote again to new Qld 
Environment Minister (Leanne Enoch)

• Much better response! Re-negotiated 
lease conditions, involved local 
Aboriginal community as paid Rangers 
on site

A landscape in good heart!



Mulu WHA oil palm plantation proposal

The Issues

• “Nomore palm oil plantations. No more! “
Chief Minister of Sarawak, May 2015

• In December 2018, Malaysian palm oil company 
Radiant Lagoon started to clear-cut 4,400 hectares 
of rainforestbetween Tutoh river and Brunei 
border near Gunung Mulu National Park. 

• Clearing occurs on land over which 
Berawan/Tering and Penan communities claim
Native Customary Rights

• In March 2019 clearing was halted after the Penan
and Berawan/Tering communities erected 
blockades against the company’s bulldozers

• Radiant Lagoon palm oil plantation would 
significantly contribute to habitat loss and 
fragmentation at Gunung Mulu National Park

• Lease area is an important wildlife corridor 
between the National Park and the rainforests of 
Brunei

ACKMA actions

• Letters written to Chief Minister of Sarawak, Ministry of 
Urban Development & Natural Resources, Malaysian Prime 
Minister and Environment Ministry

• Facilitated letters from IUCN/WCPA Cave and Karst Working 
Group, UIS Karst and Cave Protection Commission and 
concerned international scientists working at Mulu

• Stressed importance of Gunung Mulu WHA and its 
universal outstanding values

• Uncertainty about feeding areas of bats from Deer Cave 
(flagged in 2017 IUCN World Heritage conservation 
assessment)

• Concerns over use of pesticides in oil palm plantation

• Concerns over construction of road from coast to Mulu

• IUCN World Heritage Programme then took action to stop 
any further clearance



Pinagrealan Cave and nearby quarry blasting 

in the Philippines

The Issues

• Pinagrealan Cave is located in Bulacan Province,  
northern Luzon; home to several founders of 
Philippines including Andrés Bonifacio y de Castro 
(revolt against Spanish rule in 1896), General 
Emilio Aguinaldo (fighting Japanese Army) 

• Guided cave, visitors issued with helmet and 
headlamp, good interpretation with conservation 
emphasis

• Several species of endemic and endangered bats, 
reptiles and birds using the cave as shelter

• Quarry has been operating for many years, now 
within 250m of cave and extensions planned

• Blasting damage already evident

• Potential impacts on aquatic fauna and 
speleothems

ACKMA actions
• Letters to Department of Natural Resources of 

Philippines government , Senator Cynthia Vilar
• Wrote paper on blasting effects on caves and 

supplied to Bonifacio Society
• Facilitated submission from IUCN/WCPA Cave 

and Karst Working Group
• Temporary stop blasting order on quarry issued 

by the Biodiversity Management Bureau of the 
Department of Natural Resources

• Senate Inquiry underway in Philippines 
parliament



Mt Etna quarry extension

• The Issues
• Proposed extension to quarry for aggregate on 

western side of Mt Etna, operated for many 
years

• Quarry adjoins caves in Mt Etna National Park 
used by the Ghost bat (Macroderma gigas), 
vulnerable under EPBC Act 1999, also as 
Endangered under Nature Conservation Act 
(1992)

• Other important bat species on Mount Etna are 
Little bent-wing bat and Eastern bent-wing bat 
which share Bat Cleft maternity site

• Concerns regarding quarry impacts on hydrology 
and tufa springs (aquatic fauna)

• Concerns about impacts on native vegetation

• ACKMA actions
• Submissions to Minister for Environment & Great 

Barrier Reef (Meaghan Scanlon), Livingstone Shire 
Mayor (Andy Ireland)

• Coordinated submissions with ASF Conservation 
Commission (Clare Buswell)

• Wrote new account of Mt Etna geology and paper on 
blasting effects on caves

• Reply from Deputy Director of Qld Enviromnet Dept, 
indicating potential impacts on bat species and 
hydrologic impacts will be considered in 
Environmental Assessment, to be sent to Livingstone 
Shire Council



• Target of invasive feral damaging species 
should be zero

• The plan does not adequately protect 
sensitive karst features

• Horses are damaging more than bogs and 
swamps etc but are damaging geological 
features.

• Retention areas next to ACT/VIC horse-free 
areas

• No methodology in the plan for keeping 
horses out of horse-free areas which are 
surrounded by retention areas. 

“Feral Horses are causing damage … including the breakage of … A-tents” Source: Office of 
Environment and Heritage, Kosciuszko National Park Geodiversity Action Plan 2012-27.

Kosciuszko Feral Horse Mis-management Issues
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SUMMARY

• Cammoweal Caves degradation

• Pilbara caves under threat by Fortescue Metals 
Group WA

• Hills of Gold wind farm renewable energy 
proposal near Timor Caves NSW

• Juukan Gorge caves destruction by Rio Tinto

• Kangaroo Island: Re-imagining Western National 
Parks and Management Plan

• SA Parliamentary Inquiry into Aboriginal Heritage 
Act 1988 

• Submission to the New Zealand Government 
regarding trade in sub-fossils from caves

• Kosciuszko National Park – revisions to Plan of 
Management issues  

• Yarrangobilly Precinct Plan and Mountain Bike 
Trail proposals

• Mole Creek abattoir 

• Mt Etna quarry extension

• Mulu WHA oil palm plantation proposal

• Nullarbor ‘green’ energy proposals

• Pinagrealan Cave and nearby quarry blasting in 
the Philippines

• KNP feral horses

Positive outcomes – Neutral responses – Submissions under consideration – In preparation


